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National Rural Youth Assembly

Nomination and Application Packet
April 22-25, 2010

The Institute for American Indian Art 

Santa Fe, New Mexico
Materials in this packet:

· Call for Nominations

· Nomination Form

· Participant Application Form

Please send a completed packet by email to youthassembly@ruralstrategies.org with the subject “Youth Assembly Application” or fax to 865.688.9596

by February 26, 2010 @5pm Eastern.

Questions?

Call the Center for Rural Strategies

Ph: 865.688.9546

Email:  whitney@ruralstrategies.org 

National Rural Youth Assembly 

Call for Nominations

The National Rural Assembly will host a National Rural Youth Assembly on April 22-25, 2010, and seeks 50 young adults from rural communities across the country who will gather to discuss the issues they see as critical to their lives and communities. 

The National Rural Assembly Steering Committee asks rural organizations and leaders to nominate young people who are interested in rural issues, invested in strengthening and making an impact in their local communities.
The Rural Youth Assembly will engage young people on the key policy areas of the Rural Assembly including the quality of education, stewardship of our natural resources, investment in our communities, and the health of rural people.  Youth will represent the diversity of rural America in geographies, race, cultures, genders, incomes and sexual orientations.  

Criteria for participation: 

1. Participant must 18-25 years old and represent a rural community.
2. Be interested in rural issues and want to work with other young people to impact their community. We are looking for passionate leaders that care about their communities and that represent a range of rural experience across income, race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, geography, and educational background.

3. Maintain a positive working relationship with their nominating organization or mentor and be committed to returning home and continuing to serve their community.

4. Provide a letter of recommendation from a sponsoring organization or community leader such as a faculty member, program director, clergy member, or mentor.

5. Complete the application form with a 1-2 page essay (see application and essay questions below). The essay should be typed, with 12-point font. All application packets are due Friday, February 26th by 5 p.m. EDT.
6. Be committed to the integrity of our work over the three day event, willing to uphold the National Rural Youth Assembly values statement, and engage with the National Rural Assembly’s efforts. 

Our resources and space are limited, so please make your participant selections carefully based on this criteria.

Nominations Form
To nominate a young person from your community, please complete the following and email it with their general application form to youthassembly@ruralstrategies.org with the subject line “Youth Assembly Application” or fax it to 865.688.9596 by February 26, 2010 @5pm Eastern.
Name of Applicant: 
Name of Sponsor:  
Date: 

Please tell us why you are nominating this young person for the National Rural Youth Assembly:

2010 National Rural Youth Assembly
April 22-25th, 2010

Institute of American Indian Arts College (IAIA)

Santa Fe, NM
The National Rural Assembly will host a National Rural Youth Assembly April 22-25, 2010.  Fifty young adults from rural communities across the country will gather to discuss the issues that they see as critical to their lives and communities. Rural young people offer a critical voice and perspective to our national dialogue; our goals for the Rural Youth Assembly are to:

1. bring a diverse group of young people together to further explore the unique challenges facing rural youth, 
2. identify the creative assets that young people offer, and 
3. create a context for how these issues fit into the overall framework of national rural policy.  
The National Rural Assembly Steering Committee is seeking young people who are interested in rural issues, invested in strengthening their communities, and passionate about being a young leader. The National Rural Youth Assembly will engage a diverse group of young people on the key policy areas of the Rural Assembly and build youth awareness around issues of relevance across rural geographies, race, culture, gender, income and sexual orientation.  

We are seeking 50 young people who are mature and thoughtful leaders and committed to making an impact in their local communities. We want every young person to realize their full potential throughout this event; thus it is imperative that we have young people who will be excited and passionate about participating at the Rural Youth Assembly and thereafter.   
After the Assembly, participants are encouraged to, upon their return, share their experience and the outcomes of the National Rural Youth Assembly with the rest of their colleagues and peers.  We strongly encourage you to also share the outcomes with local leaders as well as state, tribal and federal policymakers from your community. In addition, all participants will be encouraged to engage with and contribute to the efforts of the National Rural Assembly, with a group of approximately 20 delegates selected to attend the next National Rural Assembly in early 2011.
What is the National Rural Assembly?


National Rural Assembly:

The National Rural Assembly is a movement of people and organizations devoted to building a stronger, more vibrant rural America. The goal of the Assembly is to make the country stronger by improving the outlook for rural communities. The guiding principle is that an inclusive, prospering, and sustainable rural America improves prospects for us all. 
The National Rural Assembly is a series of activities and partnerships aimed at building better policy and more opportunity throughout the country. 

Rural Compact:
The National Rural Assembly encourages individuals and organizations to endorse the Rural Compact, a basic statement of principles for building a stronger rural America that improves opportunity for all of us. 

Here's what we believe:

Rural America is more than the land. It is a way we are connected in culture, heritage, and national enterprise. While it may be vast, it is far from empty. Sixty million of us live in the American countryside, and far more grew up there. Rural Americans reflect the full diversity of the country in who we are, what we do, and what we want to achieve. 

When rural communities succeed, the nation does better, and cities and suburbs have more resources on which to build. Conversely, when rural communities falter, it drains the nation’s prosperity and limits what we can accomplish together. 

We now face the challenges of how we sustainably fuel, feed, and nurture both ourselves and a fragile world. A vital rural America has a contribution to make in this effort and the responsibility to take on that endeavor. 

We offer this compact as a set of principles on which to build the kind of rural America that is needed now and a rural America that is ready to face the challenges to come. 

Quality in Education

Every child should have an equal chance to learn, excel, and help lead America to a better, brighter future. Education policy should recognize the distinctive challenges and opportunities for rural schools and reflect the unique needs of those students, families, and educators. 

Stewardship of Natural Resources

Eighty percent of our country’s land is rural. It is a heritage and a trust. We all have a responsibility to protect the environment and develop and sustain our natural resources in ways that strengthen rural communities for the long haul. Good environmental practices and responsive public land management provide the opportunity to promote energy independence, grow healthy food in a sustainable manner, mitigate climate change, and develop stronger natural-resource-based economies. 

Health of Our People

All people in America deserve access to good, affordable healthcare. If we want small towns and rural communities to contribute to the well-being of the nation, we need rural healthcare systems that work. These should include preventive care, health education, and both community-based and high-tech delivery systems. 

Investment in Our Communities

To fight poverty, create wealth, and build sustainable communities, everyone in America needs access to a safe and equitable system for saving, borrowing, and building capital. To fully participate in and contribute to the American economy, rural communities need public and private investment, access to philanthropic resources, and the tools to develop their own community-controlled assets. 

What are the requirements to be a delegate to the National Rural Youth Assembly?
1. You must 18-25 years old and represent a rural community

2. Be interested in rural issues and want to work with other young people to impact your community. You do not need to be a “policy expert!”  We are looking for passionate leaders that care about their communities and that represent a range of rural experience across income, race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, geography, and educational background.

3. Maintain a positive working relationship with your nominating organization or mentor and be committed to returning home and continuing to serve your community.
4. Provide a letter of recommendation from a sponsoring organization or community leader such as a faculty member, program director, clergy member, or mentor.
5. Complete the application form with a 1-2 page essay (see application and essay questions below). The essay should be typed, with 12-point font. All application packets are due Friday, February 26th by 5 p.m. EDT.
6. Be committed to the integrity of our work over the three day event, willing to uphold the National Rural Youth Assembly values statement, and engage with the National Rural Assembly’s efforts. 

Event Location
Institute for American Indian Arts
The National Rural Youth Assembly will be held at the Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) campus in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  IAIA is located in one of the most diverse concentrations of Native peoples in North America, in the heart of the nation’s oldest multicultural community and in one of the largest Native art markets in the country. The IAIA College of Contemporary Native Arts serves Indigenous students from across North America and the world, offering a unique cultural exchange within the student learning environment. In any given year, there may be up to 112 different tribes represented within the student body. 
As the nation’s only fine arts college devoted solely to the artistic and cultural traditions of all American Indians, IAIA’s mission, to empower creativity and leadership in Native arts and cultures through higher education, lifelong learning and outreach, is guided by a strong sense of cultural identity, distinguished by a unique approach to arts education and Indian education in general. Two and four-year degrees are available in the areas of Museum Studies, Studio Arts, Creative Writing, New Media Arts, and Indigenous Liberal Studies. Learn more about the Institute at www.iaia.edu.  

Application Logistics:
· Please submit your application package (application form, 1-2 page essay, and letter of recommendation) to youthassembly@ruralstrategies.org with the subject line “Youth Assembly Application” or fax it to 865.688.9596 by February 26, 2010.  

· If you are not able to email or fax the application and letter of recommendation then please download the attached PDF version, complete the application and mail it to:

Center for Rural Strategies

Re: Youth Assembly

2927 Essary Drive, Suite 201

Knoxville, Tn 37918

Ph: 865.688.9546

· Completed application packets are due Friday, February 26th by 5 p.m. EDT. 

· Space is limited to 50 participants.  All completed applications will be reviewed by members of the National Rural Assembly Steering Committee.  

· Selection criteria will be based on the young person’s perceived commitment to rural issues and desire to change their communities as well as seeking a diverse representation of youth voices across the country.  

· Given the limited number of slots for this event, a delegate waiting list will be created as part of the selection process.

Participant Notification: 
· Selected delegates will be notified by Monday, March 15th, 2010.  Waiting list delegates will also be notified at that time.

· All delegates will be asked to confirm their participation by Friday, March 19, 2010.  Failure to notify us of your confirmation will result in your slot being forfeited to a delegate on the waiting list.

· The National Rural Assembly Steering Committee through the Center for Rural Strategies will arrange all travel for delegates.  All travel reservations will be completed by Friday, April 2nd.
· Covered expenses: All airfare, hotel room costs, and meals for April 22nd through April 25th will be paid for by the National Rural Assembly.  

· Delegates and/or their nominating organizations are responsible for all incidental expenses, hotel miscellaneous expenses, phone, t.v., internet charges, ground travel expenses, and/or miscellaneous meal expenses while traveling.

Application Form
	Date

          
	Name (Last, First MI)

          
	Sponsoring Organization’s 

Name
     
     

	Address

     
     
	City, State

          
	Zip Code

     
     
	Phone

     
     

	Gender           

Male   FORMCHECKBOX 

Female   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Birth Date

     
     
	Age

     

	Race/Ethnicity

     

	Email:
     
     
	Cell Phone:
     


1. Tell us about the types of community service that you have been involved in. List any Accomplishments:
2.   If you are in school, tell us where you are attending school and what you hope to achieve? 
3. Tell us about your employment and career goals: where are you working now and what do you plan to do in the future?
This application must be attached with: 

· 1 letter of recommendation from your faculty member, program director, clergy member, or mentor. An essay of 500-750 words answering the following questions: 
1. Tell us a little about yourself:  What have you done at your local program and in your community to show leadership?  What can you bring to the National Rural Youth Assembly? What do you hope to learn from participating in the National Rural Youth Assembly? 
2.  As part of the National Rural Assembly’s Rural Compact, we have outlined four key areas of focus for rural communities: quality in education, stewardship of natural resources, health of our people, and investment in our communities.   Please pick one of these areas and tell us why this is a challenge for your community (feel free to tell us how this issue has impacted you and your family). 

3. In the Rural Compact, we state that “rural Americans reflect the full diversity of the country in who we are, what we do, and what we want to achieve.” Describe for us a way in which you see diversity (across income, race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, geography, and/or educational backgrounds) as a strength for your rural community. 
The essay should be typed, with 12-point font.

Application packet, including nomination form, should be e-mailed to youthassembly@ruralstrategies.org with the subject of “Youth Assembly Application” or faxed to 865.688.9596 by Friday, February 26th at 5 p.m. EDT

